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lands, . . . bring into the said realm wrought silk throwen,
ribbands and laces, falsely and deceitly wrought, corses of
silk and all other things concerning the said mistery and
occupation, in no manner wise bringing any good silk
unwrought as they were wont to bring heretofore, to the
final destruction of the said misteries and occupations " l.
In response to their entreaty, the Act of 1455 forbade the
importation of manufactured silk goods, and was confirmed
under Edward IV. and Richard III.2 It has been supposed
that silk-women were aliens 3, but the language of their
petition clearly shows that they were natives and that their
industry was of old standing. In this petition they asserted
that they had been in the craft " within the same city of
time that no mind runneth unto the contrary . . . and
where upon the same crafts, before this time, many a wor-
shipful woman within the said city have lived full honour-
ably, and therewith many good households kept, and many
gentlewomen and other in great number like as there now
be more than a thousand have been drawn under them in
learning the same crafts and occupation ", yet now owing
to the competition of Italian commodities there was " great
idleness amongst young gentlewomen . . . and laying down
of many good and notable households ". Silk-weaving, they
added, was " convenient, worshipful and according for
gentlewomen and other women of worship. . . , Every well-
disposed person of this land, by reason and natural favour,
would rather that women of their nation born and own blood
had the occupation thereof, than strange people of other
lands " 4.
The relation between the craft gilds and the gild merchant Relation
in the early Middle Ages has been the subject of considerable
controversy, and there is a remarkable divergence of opinion
among historians.    Here, as in the problem of the manor,
1  Ibid, and next note.
2  Statutes, ii. 374, 395. 472> 493-
8 W. Cunningham, Alien Immigrants (1897), IlS-
4 Rotuli Parliamentorum, v. 325 a. For apprenticeship, etc., see M. K.
Dale, " The London Silkwomen ", in The Economic History Review (October
I933). 324 seq.